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1. In skeletal muscle cells, SMCHD1 expression levels are inversely correlated to DUX4 derepression 
in both genetic forms of FSHD. 
-this thesis-
2. Not D4Z4 in cis, but DUX4 in trans is responsible for the longstanding observation of FRG2 
activation in FSHD derived skeletal muscle cells. 
-this thesis-
3. Every conceivable FSHD mouse model relying on ectopic DUX4 expression is limited by millions 
of years of divergent evolution between mouse and man, therefore the scientific community 
should adjust their demands and expectations regarding animal models for FSHD. 
-this thesis-
4. The ICF genes DNMT3B, ZBTB24, CDCA7 and HELLS act in shared, similar or redundant 
molecular pathways as evidenced by the high phenotypic overlap between ICF patients and 
their involvement in CpG methylation of centromeric repeats.
-this thesis-
5. The effect of telomere length on subtelomeric chromatin organization is confounded by the 
differentiation status of the studied cells and higher order nuclear organization of the genome. 
-Robin et al., Genes & Development 2014; 28(22):2464-76; this thesis- 
6. A central issue to determine the in vivo relevance of in vitro observations showing an effect 
of telomere shortening on DUX4 expression will be to determine the contribution of telomere 
length, specifically at 4q, to the variable penetrance of FSHD that is frequently observed. 
-Stadler et al., Nature Structural & Molecular Biology 2013; 20: 671-678-
7. A major challenge of molecular biology is to understand how epigenetic mechanisms 
contribute to the precise temporal and spatial patterns of gene expression that are required 
for multicellular life, and how the malfunction of these mechanisms contributes to human 
disease. 
-Reddington et al., Genome Biology 2013; 14:R25-
8. Concerning D4Z4 and DUX4: less is more.
9. Gender differences in serotonin metabolism in Irritable Bowel Syndrome indicate that IBS 
pathophysiology is gender specific. 
-A.Y. Thijssen et al, Alimentary Pharmacology & Therapeutics 2016; 43:272-282-
10. Soms is ’t beater iets moeis te verleeze, beater verleeze dan dat ge ’t noeit het gehad
(sometimes it’s better to lose something beautiful, better to lose it, than to have never had it) 
–Rowwen Hèze - Heilige Antonius (Water, Lucht en Liefde, 1997)-
11. Chromatin is a lot like music: it is structured by beads (or beats), it can be modulated, the most 
interesting parts should be repeated often and it has the potential to make you sad or happy.
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